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This armband was worn by 13-year-old
Mary Beth Tinker in 1965 to protest the
Vietrnam War, resulting in her suspension

from school. It s pinned into a notebook
she used for a schoel report,
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ATTENTION STUDENTS!

Soma high school snd college students In lows who sre
Interested in expressing their grief over the desths o7 soldiers
and elvilians tn Vietmem will a8t on Thursday, December 16th
They will also wear blagck arm bonds storting on that Same davy,
Docember 16th., The National Liderstion Froant (Vietcong)
recently propesed » 12.hour truce on Christmes Sve. The United
States hes not yet veplied to their offer. However, Senstor
Eobert Kermedy has suggested that the truce hHe extended indef.
initely pending negotistions, [f the United Jtates tokes
this sction the arm bends will be removed, If It doés oot Cthe
bands will be worn throughout the holiday sesson and there
will be » second Fast an New Yesr's MW Day. Migh school and
college students are also encouraged to forego their ususl
Mew Yenr's Bve setivities snd meet together to discuss this
conplex var snd posgible weys of ending the killing of Viet.
asmese snd Americans.

A mesting in Des Hoines on New Yasr's Bwe \:l';l"te held
at the home of Bruce Clark, 925-29th,for further m’fn{ktaon
eall hie home. The meeting i1s belng sponsored by Libarsl
Religious Youth the youth srgsnization of the Unitarimm
Universalist Associstion, All students interested in saving

lives and ending the var In Vietnam are urged to attend.
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or freterasl origin, is cur

This notice was passed out in December 1965 to let students know
about the upcoming action that was planned.

feal that to wesr something ' slie
arm bends, religious sysbols ‘:L:,_‘
the meck, or yins of '

it is mot disruptive to the

other students,

This petition is one that Mary Beth circulated before and after classes on December 16, 1965,
the day she was suspended. Students at the other schools circulated the same petition.
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Mary Beth Tinker. June 1968.
Mary Beth Tinker’'s personal collection.
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This article from the Des Moines Register was submitted as evidence in the District Court trial. The article
explains the school board's preemptive decision to ban wearing black armbands in support of a truce in
Vietnam. The board decision was made two days prior to the students wearing armbands at school.

Image courtesy of National Archives, Magarrell, Jack, "D.M. Schools Ban Wearing of Viet Truce Armbands"
The Des Moines Register, 15 December 1965



