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LAW DAY 2014
American Democracy and the Rule of Law: Why Every Vote Matters
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What is Law Day?
In 1961, Congress passed a joint resolution designating May 1 as the national day set aside to celebrate

the rule of law.Law Day underscores how law and the legal process contribute to the freedoms that all
Americans share.
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What is the 2014 theme?

& ! efican Democracy andthe Rulgo [ F 6 Y 2 K& 9 @SNE =+ dlSonavery 0 SNR d¢ ¢
' YSNAOIY G2 NBFESOG 2y GKS AYLRNIIFIYyOS 2F | OAGAT S
ensuring that all Americans have the opportunity to participateur democracyFor more information

on the theme, seevww.LawDay.org

Why is the theme important?

The right to vote is the very foundation of government by the people. For this reason, striving to
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history. Much of the struggle for voting rights began decades ago, but the work is far from complete,
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Prepared by Rachel E. Marshall, Public Education & Community Outreach Administrator
U.S. Courts, Thomas F. Eagleton U.S. Courthouse, St. Louis, Missouri
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Activity for HIGH SCHOOL students
Grade Level: 92
Suggested Time: 455 minutes

A. Theme: American Democracy and the Rule of Law: Why Every Vote Matters

B. Main Ponts:

1 Voting is important because it is one of our most cherished rights. It is fundamental to our free,
democratic system of government.

9 At the start of our county, only wealthy male landowners could vote. Constitutional
amendments and other laws haextended and protected voting rights several times in the
history of the United States.

1 Law is not always about restricting rights or taking rights away. Our system of law is here to
protect the rights of citizens.

1 Throughout our history, people havaken a stand for voting rights. Often, because of their
actions, new laws and new protections were enacted.

9 Itis up to each state to regulate elections in order to keep them fair, and most states require
citizens to register before voting.

1 The requirenents passed by states for registering and for voting must not unfairly prevent a
group of people from voting.

C. Focus Questions:

Why is the right to vote so important?

What barriers have there been to voting? What groups have been restricted?

What havepeople been willing to risk for the right to vote?

How has the law helped to expand and protect voting rights?

Why is it important to require people to register before voting? Why are open, free elections
important? Is one more important than the otter

9 What would this country be like if citizens did not have the right to Yote
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D. Activity Summary: Thigacket includes four lessons for high school studentsttoduce basic
ideas about the right to vote throughout U.S. histoiyhe lessons are:
i. The Rght to Vote

ii. Barriers to Voting
iii. Freedom Summer, 1964
iv. Voting Today

E. Supply List:
1 Copies of student worksheets as needed:

a. Studentworksheetda ! YSYRAY3I (GKS /2yatAaddziazysé
b. Studentworksheets ()6 + 2 0 SNJ wSIAAUNI A2y ¢Saiat
C. Studentworkshee(a+2u)\YEIZZYZQ RdyOR GONB SR2Y¢E

d. Studentworksheetd@ + 2 i SNJ L5 wSIljdzZA NBYSy(a¢é
T ¢SIOKSNJ FIFOG aKSSGa 2y da. FNNASNER (2 z2GAy3zé
f Bookcd2S IR {ySIFE{SNAERX ¢KS& | IR Ddzyaoé
1 Guide sheet for selected readings

F. Stepby-Step Procedure:



The Right to Voteg 15-30 minutes
1) Write the following on the board:

U.S. Constitution.

Article I, Section. 4.

The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be
prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; butGbaegress may at any time by Law
make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing (sic) Senators.

2) Lead a discussion with the following questions:

. 2Keé& FITNB adrisSa Ay OKFNHS 2F d&Losderalimke Ay 3¢ K
federal government is only in charge of certain designated powers, everything else is left
to the states)

ii. Who was really allowed to vote heré®hite male landowners)

iii. What are Amendments? For what reason is the Constitution amenffedfal,
permanent chages to the Constitution, only added in really important situations)
iv. How many Amendments deal with votin(gt least 5)
3) Group students 6 small groups. Distrib@&UDENT WORKSHEET #1 YSY RAY 3 (G KS
/ 2y ai A dnsniudt @aghgroup to work on one of tihenendments for 5 minutes. You
could also instruct them to work individually on the worksheet if you prefer.
4 FGSNI p YAydziSas NBUOGdz2NY SOSNR2ySQa FadSyarazy
explain their Amendment to the class.
Answers:
1.15" - race, color, previous servitude
2.19" - gender
3.Native Americans
4.23° - Washington DC residents can vote for President and Vice President
5.24" - Eliminate poll tax
6.26" - Lower age to 18
5) End with a discussion of the following questions, from the bdickeworksheet. If time allows,
ask the students to complete the questions first. If not, simply discuss with the class to conclude
the lesson.

i. Since the Constitution was created in 1787, it has only been amended, or changed, 27
times. 5 of 27 have sp#ically to do with the right to vote. What do you think that says
about voting rights?

ii. Why have so many groups had to fight for the right to vote?

iii. Do you think additional Amendments about voting rights are still needed? If so, what
are your ideas?
iv. After these Amendments were added, was the fight over? What do you know about
GKIFEG KFLIWSYSRY SaLISOAlLfte Ay GKS a2dzi KSNYy 3

Barriers to Votingg 15-30 minutes
1) Remind students of the previous discussion about voting rights.
2) Ask again After these Amendments were added, was the fight over? What do you know about
GKEFG KFLILISYSR:E SaLISOAlLfte Ay (GKS a2dziKSNYy adatd
3) Ask- Were there other ways in which states denied certain people the right to vote?




4) Use theTEACHER FACT SHEEG . | NNXA S NEandi ather+eRoiiréeg ybi might have
available to discuss examples with the students:
i Violence, intimidation, loss of jobs, loss of home, denial of credit
ii.  Literacy tests, grandfather clause to literacy test
ii.  Poll taxes (outlaweth federal elections by the $4amendment in 1964, but was
still being used in state elections)

5) Students will be taking voter registration (literacy) tests. An archive of literacy tests and
information about their administration can be found here:
http://www.crmvet.org/info/lithome.htm

6) The example tests are from Mississippi or Louisiana. Divide the class into three sections for this
activity. Students will work individually on one of three tests.

1. STUDENT WORKSHEET® Mississippi Form A
2. STUDENT WORKSHEET Msssissippi Form B
3. STUDENT WORKSHEEGT Hduisiana

7) Allow 7-8 minutes to complete. You can allow more time if you have it, but students will get the
idea after just a few minutes!

8) Discusshe literacy tests:

i. Iftime allows, have the students of each group meet and discuss their test before
leading the large class discussion.

ii. ASK What was the Mississippi test like? What do you think about the two versions?
What might have been thpurpose of the two versions?
(Notethat Questions #18 and #19 allows the Registrars to choose which section of the
Mississippi constitution an applicant has to write and interpret. They could assign a
complex, or they could assign a simple section. )

iii. ASK What was the Louisiana test like? What might have been the purpose?

iv. ASK- Do you think these tests were a good indicator of whether or not someone should
be allowed to vote?

9) Ask students if they know how peopleactedto these tests and other methodd eestricting
voting, and what were theesults? Here are some examples to mention:

i. Civil Rights Movement (1950€60s)

ii. Civil Rights Act of 1964, sweeping federal legislation prohibiting discrimination in public
places and employment, though it had litééfect on discriminatory practices in
election law

iii. The 24' Amendment (1964) banned poll tax

iv. Freedom Summer ProjegtMississippi (1964) Voter registration project in Mississippi
(**we will talk more about this in the next lesson**)

v. Selma to Montgomery Mahesc Alabama (1965) Marchers protesting being denied the
right to vote were met with violence as they marched to the state capital

vi. Voting Rights Act of 1965, landmark federal legislation prohibiting discrimination in
voting; considered to be the mostfective piece of civil rights legislation in the U.S.

Freedom Summer, 19642040 minutes

1) Remind students of the previous discussions about voting rights and about barriers to voting.

2) Ask again if students know how peopéactedto literacy tests anather methods of restricting
voting, especially in the southern states?

3) One reaction was the Freedom Summer Project of 1964.

4) If needed, us§ EACHER FACT SHEEG B NE SR 2 Y { diw pfepaié, addeadiaclass
discussion about the Freedom Summer Project of 1964, using these points:
a. Mississippi had the lowest percentage of African Americans registered voters, a complex

literacy test, a poll tax, and a history of violence and voter intimidation.
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b. Groups of local activists were making little progress in increasing the number of registered
voters.

c. Several civil rights organizations formed a coalition, and designed the Freedom Summer
Project. Freedom Summer was designed to turn the spotlight tortbreement in
Mississippi.

d. By bringing volunteers from colleges and universities in northern states, to come to
Mississippi and work alongside the local volunteers, the organizers hoped to bring the
national media attention that would be needed for change.

e. 2main goals of the project:

i. Voter registratiorng to register as many African American Mississippians as possible.

ii. Freedom schoolg voluntary summer schools, to educate AfrieAmerican children
2y G2LA0a (GKSe& RARYQO f SinKftoryhofizeastik 22t & dzO
empowerment, leadership, recreation.

f. Dangerous. Just as the volunteers were arriving to begin the campaign, three turned up
missing and were eventually found murdered. Many other acts of violence took place.

g. Also, because most AdanAmericans were prohibited from participating in regular
Democratic Party activities, a separate organization was created. The Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party sent a delegation to the Democratic National Convention in August 1964,
in hopes of bang recognized as the legitimate voice of Democrats in Mississippi. The vice
chair of the MFDP was wd&dhown civil rights activigtannie Lou Hamer.

Pass out copies @TUDENT WORKSHEET &% 2 G Ay 33X 9RdzOIF GA2Y > FyR CNB
Allow time for students to ealuate the photos and answer the questions, in groups or as
individuals.
i. Consider asking half of the class to evaluate the voter registration photos, and the
other half to evaluate the freedom schools photos, then report their findings and
opinions to he other half of the class.
Share and discuss.
Consider readingelectLJr 3 a1 3Sa FTNRY GKS 0221 T a2S I IR {yS
Who Fought for Civil Rights in Mississippi. 6 8 SS 3JdzA RS &aKSSG 0
Use SectioiXll: After Freedom Summef the TEACHE FACT SHEEE8 CNBE SR2 Y { dzY Y S NJ
M b c ta lead a short summary discussion of:
i.  Success of the Freedom Summer ProfettK 2 dzZ3 K (G KS LINRP2SOU RARY QI
(few new voters registered, the MDFP was rejected by the Democratic National
Convention)t did signal the turning of the tide.
ii. People around the nation became more aware of the problems.
iii.  The activities in Selma and Montgomery Alabama in 1965 also drew the attention of the
nation.
iv.  Success of the greater movementoting Rights Act becantaw in 1965. It made
discrimination in voting practices illegal. By the end of 1966, most eligible voters in the
South had registered.

10) Want to coverFreedom Summein more depth?

Wisconsin Historical Society exhibit companion lesson platip://fsxbt.tumblr.com/lessonplans

Wisconsin Historical Society Freedom Summer Sourcebook, downloadable, at
http://preview.wisconsinhistory.org/Content.aspx?dsNav=N:1474
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Voting Today 15-30 minutes
1) Remind students about the previous activities dealing with barriers to voting in the past.
Remind of the progress and success brought on by the courage andsagtiorany individuals.
2) Ask again if this was the end of the story? Or have there been other barriers to voting since?
Here are some examples of expansion of voting rights and registration opportunities:
i. You could mention the events surrounding thé"Z&mendment in 1971. In reaction to
protests and activism, Congress added an amendment lowering voting age to 18, from
HMO My €SIFENI2fR YIfSad 6SNBE 0SAy3 RNIFGSR
their voice heard by the very same government.

ii. You mght mention the events surrounding the lowering of residency requirements to
30 days or less after a landmark Supreme Court decision in 1972Dufimev. Blumstein
decision struck down a Tennessee law with 1 year state and 3 month county residency
requirements as being too restrictive on the right to vote and on the right to travel.

iii. Consider mentioning the success of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993. The Act
requires states to offer voter registration opportunities at the DMV, by imail
application, and at offices providing public assistance and disability services.

3) Ask students if they are aware of any current issues dealing with the right to vote? Some states
are considering, or already have in place, one or more of the following:
i. Voter IDrequirements (must provide photo ID when voting on election day)

ii. Felony disenfranchisement (barring convicted felons from voting, current laws vary from
state to state)

iii. Englishonly ballots (not providing bilingual ballots)

iv. Proof of U.S. citizenship (msiushow birth certificate, passport, or other documentation
proving U.S. citizenship when registering)

v. Limits on samalay registration (not allowing people to register on election day)

vi. Limits on early voting (not allowing registered people to legally befere election day)

4) Explain that you are going to ask them to evaluate one of the current issdeter 1D
Requirements.
5) Make the following reminders (also printed for them on their worksheet):
i. Remind students that each state is allowed to regulatet@as according to the laws of
the state.

ii. Also remind students that no state law can go against the Constitution or federal law.
Therefore, no state can make discriminatory laws about voting, or about anything else.

iii. States can, however, restrict thigght to vote for legitimate, nowiscriminatory reasons.
C2NJ SEFYLX ST Yzzad adldSa R2yQi |ft26 LIS2LI S
court has deemed mentally unfit to vote.

6) Divide the class into smaller working groups. You could also instructtthemork individually
on the worksheet if you preferDistribute STUDENT WORKSHEEG é6- 2 0 SNJ L 5
w S |j dzA NJ Bxplainithe warksheet and allow 10 minutes to complete.
7) Offer any of these prompts if needed to get the conversation moving:
i. As the law standsow, is it easy for someone to vote illegally or fraudulently?

ii. What other common activities require a photo ID?

ii. Is a photo ID relatively easy to obtain? What documents are needed to get a photo ID in
your state? What is the process to get a new birthkeftA OF 1S AF Yy SSRSRI
missing? How much does it cost?

iv. What is the process to correct your name on your ID if it is wrong or it has changed?

v. Who islikely andunlikely to have a photo ID already?

8) End with a discussion of their responséfsyour time allows, consider holding a classroom
debate!




G. EXTENSION IDEAS FOR HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS:

Allow time to research the voter ID issue and hold a student debate.

{ OKSRdzf S GAYS F2NJ &2dzNJ addzRSyda G2 NBIFIR | ad2NE |
younger students.

Assign research reports comparing voting laws in two different states, or in two different countries.
Obtain current voter registratin applications and have students complete and evaluate them.
Assign an art project with theme of voting or elections.

wWSFR AYGSNWBASsE FTNRY (KS 0221 AGCNBSR2YQa / KAt RNBY
by Ellen Levine. Chapterssabout Mississippi Freedom Summer.

Ask students to interview an adult about voting and their recollections of the time period that included
Freedom Summer 1964nstruct students talocument the interview and report back to the class.

Lead a class digssion on the activitieand protestssurrounding voting rights in Alabama in 1965.

2 §OK F t.{ R20dzYSyidl NER &dzOK & &a9@&Sa 2y GKS t NAIT

H. RESOURCES REIBHSCHOOL TEACHERS

Law Day 2014
www.lawday.org

The U.S. Courts Law Day page
www.uscourts.gov/educationalesources/getinspired/annualobservances/lawday.aspx

TheJudicial Learning Center in St. Louis
www.JudicialLearningCenter.org

The Wisconsin Historical Society Freedom Summer Archives
http://preview.wisconsinhistory.org www.wisconsinhistory.org

The Wisconsin Historical Society Freedom Summer ExHiigking Everything
http://fsxbt.tumblr.com/

PBS American Experience Freedom Summer Documentary, coming JUNE 2014
www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/filims/freedomsummer

PBS American Experience Eyes on the Prize DotameFreedom Summer Segment
www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/story/09 summer.html

Civil Rights Movement Veterans
www.crmvet.org

¢tKS bSgaSdzyQa /2ttSOGA2Yy 2F | A&a02NRO tK2G2a FTNRY
WWW.Newseum.org/mississippi
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Constitutional Rights Foundation
http://crf -usa.org

The Missouri Secretaryf State
WWW.S0S.m0.goV

Kids Voting Missouri
www.kidsvotingmissouri.org

Project Vote Smart
votesmart.org/education/classroom#.U0RKtlea9PM

I. Attachments
1 Book guide sheet
 STUDENTWORKSHEET®#1 YSYRAY 3 ¢KS [/ 2yadAddziAzysé
f STUDENT WORKSHEET®#2 2 (1 SNJ wS I daNiadNad & 2N LIWS adi2 NY ! €
 STUDENT WORKSHEET®#3 2 (i S NJ wS 3 & Mise\NG &AM LALJA  ¢CS2aNlY . ¢
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BOOK GUIDE SHEET
We Had Sneakers, They Had Guns: The Kids Who Fought for Civil Rights in Mississipp
By Tracy Sugarman

10 minutes

Introduction¢ The author of this book was a journalist who participated in and reported on the
MississippFreedom Summer Movement of 1964. This book documents the story through his

eyes, and introduces the reader to many key players from the movement, including Bob Moses

FYR CFYYAS [2dz | | YSN LQff NBIFR 2dzhdl | FSg LI
LI NGAOALI yia YR GKS adNHzOGdzNBE 2F (GKS &dzY YSNW

P.XXXXi
Introduction by author Tracy Sugarman

. S3AAY G GKS OSNRB o020G02Y aLy (GKS adzYYSNI 2F wm@
9YR G aX®dY2NB (KFy | (GK2dzalyR LAOGdINBEAE 6AlK
p.12-14

Bob Moses

9 The author is describing his experience hearing Bob Moses speak at volunteer
orientation for Freedom Summeheld in Oxford, Ohio for the students there, to
prepare to come to Mississippi.

1 Bob Moses is an American educator and civilte@ctivist.

1 He was a leader of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SMGick).

1 He developed the idea for the Mississippi Freedom Summer Project of 1964

. S3AAY LG a¢KS FANRG GKAYy3 &2dz y24A0S | o2dzi . 2
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Name: STUDENT WORKSHEE(T Afnending the Constitution

Read the following Amendments to the Constitution. Discuss with your growwriieethe
Amendment in your own words, and be ready to explain its meaning to your class. Be sure to
discuss whose right to vote was granted or protected by the Amendment.

WSENRGS Ay

82dNJ 26 Y

15" Amendment (1870)

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall no
denied or abridged by the United States or by any state
account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude

19" Amendment (1920)

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall no
denied or abridged by the United States or by any state
account of sex.

Indian Citizenship Act of 1924 (NOT AN AMENDMENT!
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representativ
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That all noncitizen Indians born within the territorial limits
of the United States be, and they are hereby, declared tg
citizens of the Unéd States: Provided, That the granting
such citizenship shall not in any manner impair or
otherwise affect the right of any Indian to tribal or other

property.

239 Amendment (1961)

The District constituting the seat of government of the
United Staes shall appoint in such manner as the Congrg
may direct: A number of electors of President and Vice
President equal to the whole number of Senators and
Representatives in Congress to which the District would
entitled if it were a state, but in no ent more than the
least populous state; they shall be in addition to those
appointed by the states, but they shall be considered, fo
the purposes of the election of President and Vice

t NSAaARSYyds G2 0SS St SOG2NA

24" Amendment (1964)

The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any
primary or other election for President or Vice President,
for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senatc
or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or
abridged by the Unite®@tates or any state by reason of
failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

26" Amendment (1971)

The right of citizens of the United States, who are 18 yea
of age or older, to vote, shall not be denied or abridged [
the United States or any state oe@unt of age.

Over C
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Answer the following:

1. Since the Constitution was created in 1787, it has only been amended, or changed, 27
times. 5 of 27 have specifically to do with the right to vote. What do you think that says
about voting rights?

2. Why have so many groups had to fight for the right to vote?

3. Do you think additional Amendments about voting rights are still needed? If so, what
are your ideas?

4. After these Amendments were added, was the fight over? What do you know about
GKFEG KFLIWSYSRE SalISOALfte Ay GKS a2dzi KSNYy
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Name: STUDENT WORKSHEE(T ¥ater Registration Test

Mississippic Form A

SWORN WRITTEN APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION

[By reason of the provisions of Section 244 of the Constitution of
Mississippi and House Bi1l No. 95, approved March 24, 1955, the applicant
for registration, if not physically disabled, is required to fill in this
form in his own handwriting in the presence of the registrar and without
assistance or suggestion of any other person or memorandum.]

1. WRITE THE DATE OF THIS APPLICATION
2. WHAT IS YOUR FULL NAME?
STATE YOUR AGE AND DATE OF BIRTH

4. WHAT IS YOUR OCCUPATION?

5. WHERE IS YOUR BUSINESS CARRIED ON?
6

7

. BY WHOM ARE YOU EMPLOYED?

ARE YOU A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES AND AN
INHABITANT OF MISSISSIPPI?

FOR HOW LONG HAVE YOU RESIDED IN MISSISSIPPI?

9. WHERE IS YOUR PLACE OF RESIDENCE IN THE DISTRICT?

10. SPECIFY THE.DATE WHEN SUCH RESIDENCE BEGAN
11. STATE YOUR PRIOR PLACE OF RESIDENCE, if any

12. CHECK WHICH OATH YOU DESIRE TO TAKE:
1. General 3. Minister's Wife

2. Minister 4. If under 21 years at present
but 21 years by date of
general election
13. IF THERE IS MORE THAN ONE PERSON OF YOUR SAME NAME IN THE PRECINCT,

BY WHAT NAME DO YOU WISH TO BE CALLED?

14, HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CONVICTED OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CRIMES:
BRIBERY, THEFT, ARSON, OBTAINING MONEY OR GOODS UNDER FALSE PRETENSES,
PERJURY, FORGERY, EMBEZZLEMENT OR BIGAMY?

15. IF YOUR ANSWER TO QUESTION 14.1S YES, NAME THE CRIME OR CRIMES OF
WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN CONVICTED, AND THE DATE AND PLACE OF SUCH
CONVICTION OR CONVICTIONS:

16. ARE YOU A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL IN CHARGE OF AN ORGANIZED CHURCH,
OR THE WIFE OF SUCH A MINISTER?

17. IF YOUR ANSWER TO QUESTION 16 IS YES, STATE THE LENGTH OF YOUR
RESIDENCE IN THE ELECTION DISTRICT




18.

Article 12

Section 240
WRITE AND COPY IN THE SPACE BELOW SECTION OF THE CONSTITUTION
OF MISSISSIPPI [Instruction to registrar: You will designate the
section of the Constitution and point out same to applicant]:

[ write and copy thisAARTICLE 12 Section 24{l. elections by thegeople shall be by ballot]

19. WRITE IN THE SPACE BELOW A REASONABLE INTERPRETATION (THE MEANING)
OF THE SECTION OF THE CONSTITUTION OF MISSISSIPPI WHICH YOU HAVE
JUST COPIED:

20. WRITE IN THE SPACE BELOW A STATEMENT SETTING FORTH YOUR UNDERSTANDING
OF THE DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS OF CITIZENSHIP UNDER A CONSTITUTIONAL
FORM OF GOVERNMENT:

21. SIGN AND ATTACH HERETO THE OATH OR AFFIRMATION NAMED IN QUESTION 12.:

The applicant will sign his name here

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI )

COUNTY OF ;

Sworn to and subscribed before me by the within named

on this, the day of

18

County Registrar



Name:

STUDENT WORKSHEE(T ¥%8ter Registration Test

Mississippic Form B

SWORN WRITTEN APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION

[By reason of the provisions of Section 244 of the Constitution of
Mississippi and House Bill No. 95, approved March 24, 1955, the applicant
for registration, if not physically disabled, is required to fill in this
form in his own handwriting in the presence of the registrar and without
assistance or suggestion of any other person or memorandum.]

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

WRITE THE DATE OF THIS APPLICATION
WHAT IS YOUR FULL NAME?
STATE YOUR AGE AND DATE OF BIRTH

WHAT IS YOUR OCCUPATION?
WHERE IS YOUR BUSINESS CARRIED ON?
BY WHOM ARE YOU EMPLOYED?

ARE YOU A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES AND AN
INHABITANT OF NISSISSIPPI?

FOR HOW LONG HAVE YOU RESIDED IN MISSISSIPPI?

WHERE IS YOUR PLACE OF RESIDENCE IN THE DISTRICT?

SPECIFY THE.DATE WHEN SUCH RESIDENCE BEGAN

STATE YOUR PRIOR PLACE OF RESIDENCE, if any

CHECK WHICH OATH YOU DESIRE TO TAKE:
1. General 3. Minister's Wife

2. Minister 4. If under 21 years at present

but 21 years by date of

general election
IF THERE IS MORE THAN ONE PERSON OF YOUR SAME NAME IN THE PRECINCT,
BY WHAT NAME DO YOU WISH TO BE CALLED?

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CONVICTED OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CRIMES:
BRIBERY, THEFT, ARSON, OBTAINING MONEY OR GOODS UNDER FALSE PRETENSES,
PERJURY, FORGERY, EMBEZZLEMENT OR BIGAMY?

IF YOUR ANSWER TO QUESTION 14.1S YES, NAME THE CRIME OR CRIMES OF
WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN CONVICTED, AND THE DATE AND PLACE OF SUCH
CONVICTION OR CONVICTIONS:

ARE YOU A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL IN CHARGE OF AN ORGANIZED CHURCH,
OR THE WIFE OF SUCH A MINISTER?

IF YOUR ANSWER TO QUESTION 16 IS YES, STATE THE LENGTH OF YOUR
RESIDENCE IN THE ELECTION DISTRICT




Article 7

18. WRITE AND COPY IN THE SPACE BELOW SECTIONSECton182 g yue CONSTITUTION

OF MISSISSIPPI [Instruction to registrar: You will designate the
section of the Constitution and point out same to applicant]:

[ use extra paper if necessary, to write and copy tBRTICLE 7 Section 18he power to tax
corporationsand their property shall never be surrendered or abridged by any contract or grant to which
the state or any political subdivision thereof may be a party, except that the Legislature may grant
exemption from taxation in the encouragement of manufactures atther new enterprises of public

utility extending for a period of not exceeding ten (10) years on each such enterprise hereafter
constructed, and may grant exemptions not exceeding ten (10) years on each addition thereto or
expansion thereof, and may graexemptions not exceeding ten (10) years on future additions to or
expansions of existing manufactures and other enterprises of public utility. The time of each exemption
shall commence from the date of completion of the new enterprise, and from the@dedenpletion of

each addition or expansion, for which an exemption is granted. When the Legislature grants such
exemptions for a period of ten (10) years or less, it shall be done by general laws, which shall distinctly
enumerate the classes of manufats and other new enterprises of public utility, entitled to such
exemptions, and shall prescribe the mode and manner in which the right to such exemptions shall be
determined. SOURCES: Laws 1961, ch. 9, 1st Extraordinary Session, effective OctoldeMNIBTE96

The 1961 amendment to Section 182 was proposed by Laws 1961, ch. 9, 1st Extraordinary Session, and
upon ratification by the electorate on October 3, 1961, was inserted by proclamation of the Secretary of
State on October 16, 1961

19. WRITE IN THE SPACE BELOW A REASONABLE INTERPRETATION (THE MEANING)
OF THE SECTION OF THE CONSTITUTION OF MISSISSIPPI WHICH YOU HAVE

JUST COPIED:

20. WRITE IN THE SPACE BELOW A STATEMENT SETTING FORTH YOUR UNDERSTANDING
OF THE DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS OF CITIZENSHIP UNDER A CONSTITUTIONAL

FORM OF GOVERNMENT:

21. SIGN AND ATTACH HERETO THE OATH OR AFFIRMATION NAMED IN QUESTION 12.:

The applicant will sign his name here

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI )
COUNTY OF g

Sworn to and subscribed before me by the within named

on this, the day of

County Registrar



Name:

STUDENT WORKSHEE(T ¥dter Registration Test

Louisiana

The State of Louisiana

L@teracy Test (This test may be given to anyone who cannot prove a
fifth grade education.) : -

Directions:

Do what you are told to do in each statement, nothing more,

nothing less. Be careful, as one wrong answer denotes failure of
the test. You have ten (10) minutes to complete the test.

.

12.

Draw a line around the number or letter of this sentence.
Draw a line under“the last word of this line.

Cross out the longest word in this line.

Draw a line around the shortest word in this line.

Circle the first, first letter of the alghabet in this line.

In the space below, draw three circles, one inside (engulfed by)
the other.

"

Above the latter "x" make a small cress.

Draw a line through the latter belecw that comes earliest in the
alphabet.

ZVSDAKMPHBTYC

Draw a line through the two letters below that ceme last in the
alphabet.

ZVYVBDNKIPHSTYC

'In the first circle below write the last letter of the first word

beginning with "L",

OROX0O

Cross out the number not necessary when making the number below
cne million.

10000000

In the line below, cross out each
less than 30.

25 21 16 48 23 53 47 22 37 98 26 20

number that is more that 20 but



1873

16.

‘7.

18.

19'

20.

21.

[ S |

om circle 2 to circle 3 that will cass tcelcw =irecls
rcle § .

L
[
o -
0.
< o
o
o
4

Oy (2 (3)

Craw a line under the first letter after "h" and draw a line
through the second letter after "3j".

)

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

In the space below write the word "noise” backwards and place a d.
over what would be the second letter should it have been written
forward.

Oraw a triangle with a blackened circle that overlaps i1ts left
corner,

Look at the line of numbers below and place on the blank the
number that should come next.

24816

Look at the line of number below and place on the blank the
number that should come next.

3169 _ 15

Draw in the space below a square with a triangle in it and within
that some triangle draw a circle with a black deot in it,

Spell tackwards, forwards.

Print the word "vote" upside down but in correct order.



22. Placg.a cross over the tenth letter in this line, a line und:r
the first space in this sentence, and circle the last the in the
second line of this sentence.

23. Draw a figure that is sguare in shape. Divide it in half by
drawing a straight line from its ncrtheast corner to its sguti-
weet corner and then divide it once more by drawing a broken line
frgm the middle of its western side to the middle of its eastern
side.

24. Print a word that looks the same whether it is printed forwards
or backwards.

28, Write down on the line provided what you read in the triangle.

the
the springtime

26. In the third square below write the second letter of the fourth
word.

i1 ]2 3 _/i_\

27. Write right from the left to the right as you csee it spelled here.

28, Divide a vertical line in two equal parts by bisecting it with a
curved horizontal line that is straight at the point of bisection

of the vertical.

first lLine and print svery third

29. Wrice every other word in the .
lize the fifth word that you

woré in the same line, but capita
write. $

30, Draw five circles that have one common interlocking part.



Name: STUDENT WORKSHERDBting, Education, and Freedom

Registering Voters
Image 1 - ) Image 2

—

http://cdm15932.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p15932coll2/id/22639/re
c/99

Sourceg Wisconsin Historical Society

Mississippi Freedor@emocratic Party : Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party Records
19621971

http://cdm15932.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/compoundobjeadllection/p15932coll2/id/30209/show/30064/rec/25
Sourceg Wisconsin Historical Societ§ocial Action vertical file, circa 192002; Archives Main Stacks, Mss 577, Box 16, Folder 6;
WIHVS3313

1. Study these photos. Describe what you see.

7

2IVF AAYS @2dz FNB 3I2Ay3 R22NJ (2 R22NJ aOly@laayaze i
you open the conversation? What would you say?

3.Imagine you are a Mississippi resident in 1964 and someone comes to your door trying to convince
you 1o register to vote. You are not currently registered. What do you say to them? Will you register?

4.1s voting a necessary part of freedom? Why or why not?
Over C
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http://cdm15932.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p15932coll2/id/22639/rec/99
http://cdm15932.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p15932coll2/id/22639/rec/99
http://cdm15932.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p15932coll2/id/30209/show/30064/rec/25

Freedom Schools

o

| -

2.http://cdm15932.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p159
32coll2/id/22593/rec/72
1.http://cdm15932.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ | | Source- Wisconsin Historical Societgtaughton and Alice Lgirpapers,
singleitem/collection/p15932coll2/id/22592/r| | 19382008

ec/56

Source- Wisconsin Historical Sotye
Staughton and Alice Lynd papers, 12888

1. Study these photos. Describe what you see.

2.Ilmagine you are a child in Mississippi in 1964 and you are invited to attend a voluntary school during
the summer, to learn more about your heritagad your rights. What do you say? Will you attend?

3. Imagine you are asked to leave home, and travel to another state or country and teach in a summer
program similar to this, only set in modern times. What do you say? Will you give your timehis?2l

4.ls education a necessary part of freedom? Why or why not?

20


http://cdm15932.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p15932coll2/id/22592/rec/56
http://cdm15932.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p15932coll2/id/22592/rec/56
http://cdm15932.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p15932coll2/id/22592/rec/56
http://cdm15932.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p15932coll2/id/22592/rec/56

Name: STUDENT WORKSHER/DBter ID Requirements

Voter ID Laws in Missouxi

Currently in Missouri, registered individuals may vote on Election Day without a photo IDsof pgay
present one of a variety of forms of ID, including a utility bill, bank statement, school ID, etc. If he/she
does not have any of these, he/she may still cast a regular ballot if two election officials can attest they
know him/her.

Lawmakersr Missouri have proposed a new law that would require a legal, government issued photo
ID tobe presented in order to vote on Election Daylany other states already have a similar law in
place, and others have been proposed.

Reminders about Election kax

1 Each state is allowed to regulate elections according to the laws of the state.

1 No state law can go against the Constitution or federal law. Therefore, no state can make
discriminatory laws about voting, or about anything else.

9 States can, howeverestrict the right to vote for legitimate, nediscriminatory reasons. For
SEFYLX ST Y2aid adGlridsSa R2yQid Fftft2¢ 1LIS2LXS Ay YSyil
mentally unfit to vote

The IssuX
As with any issue, there are two sides. Somepbeare FOR requiring photo ID to vote, and some
people are AGAINST it.

List reasons to be FOR requiring photo ID to vote | List reasons to be AGAINST requiring photo ID to

1.

2.

1.

2.

What do you think?...

If youhad to choose only one:

Do these thingsidcourageeligible people from registering or voting?
Or

Do they prevent voter fraudnd help tomaintain election integrity?

21



TEACHER EA SHEETBarriers to Voting
Adaptedfrom the Constitutional RightSoundation:
http://www.crf -usa.org/brownv-board-50th-anniversary/raceand-voting.html

Race and Voting in the Segregated South
After returning home from World Wédt, veteran Medgar Evers decided to vote in a Mississippi election. But when
he and some other black eervicemen attempted to vote, a white mob stopped them. "All we wanted to be was
ordinary citizens," Evers later related. "We fought during the waAfoerica, Mississippi included. Now, after the
Germans and Japanese hadn't killed us, it looked as though the white Mississippians wouldhe mdst basic
right of a citizen in a democracy is the right to vote. Without this right, people can be igasitgd and even
abused by their government. This, in fact, is what happened to African American citizens living in the South
following Civil War Reconstruction. Despite the 14th and 15th amendments guaranteeing the civil rights of black
Americans, theiright to vote was systematically taken away by white supremacist state governments.

Voting During Reconstruction
After the Civil War, Congress acted to prevent Southerners freastablishing white supremacy. In 1867, the
Radical Republicans in Congrespased federal military rule over most of the South. Under U.S. Army
occupation, the former Confederate states wrote new constitutions and were readmitted to the Union, but only
after ratifying the 14th Amendment. This Reconstruction amendment prohibies from denying "the equal
protection of the laws" to U.S. citizens, which included the former slaves.

In 1870, the 15th Amendment was ratified. It stated that, "The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall
not be denied or abridged by thenifed States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of
servitude." More than a halmillion black men became voters in the South during the 1870s (women did not
secure the right to vote in the United States until 1920). For tlstrpart, these new black voters cast their

ballots solidly for the Republican Party, the party of the Great Emancipator, Abraham LMbtwan. Mississippi

rejoined the Union in 1870, former slaves made up more than half of that state's population. Ehaingxt

decade, Mississippi sent two black U.S. senators to Washington and elected a number of black state officials,
including a lieutenant governor. But even though the new black citizens voted freely and in large numbers, whites
were still elected ta large majority of state and local offices. This was the pattern in most of the Southern states
during Reconstruction.

The Republicawontrolled state governments in the South were hardly perfect. Many citizens complained about
overtaxation and outrightorruption. But these governments brought about significant improvements in the lives
of the former slaves. For the first time, black men and women enjoyed freedom of speech and movement, the
right of a fair trial, education for their children, and all théher privileges and protections of American
citizenship. But all this changed when Reconstruction ended in 1877 and federal troops withdrew from the old
Confederacy.

Voting in Mississippi
With federal troops no longer present to protect the rightsbtdick citizens, white supremacy quickly returned to
the old Confederate states. Black voting fell off sharply in most areas because of threats by white employers and
violence from the Ku Klux Klan, a ruthless secret organization bent on preserving vgnémaay at all costs.
White majorities began to vote out the Republicans and replace them with Democratic governors, legislators, and
local officials. Laws were soon passed banning interracial marriages and racially segregating railroad cars along
with the public schools.

Laws and practices were also put in place to make sure blacks would never again freely participate in elections.
But one problem stood in the way of denying African Americans the right to vote: the 15th Amendment, which
guaranteed them ths right. To a great extent, Mississippi led the way in overcoming the barrier presented by the
15th Amendment.  Over C
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http://www.crf-usa.org/brown-v-board-50th-anniversary/race-and-voting.html




